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Dear Community,
As I reflect on the outcomes of this unprecedented year, I have a 
tremendous amount of deep adoration for the many ways Peace 
Community Center staff pivoted from traditional programming to keep 
our doors open for students and families throughout the pandemic. 
It was our collective drive to ensure that students maintained 
critical access to social-emotional resources, academic tutoring, 
college coaching, individual mentoring and access to needs reported 
by families, such as groceries. Because of our program managers’, 
academic coaches’ and AmeriCorps members’ swift responses to 
strengthen their skill-sets and understanding of virtual learnings, 
we were able to directly impact students’ ability to stay on-track 
academically outside of a traditional school setting, which you will see 
highlighted in this report. Likewise, I am ending the year incredibly 
grateful for each of you, our partners and donors. Thank you for 
supporting Peace by ensuring gaps reported by families were met. 
When they needed it most, our Hilltop Community rallied together to 
ensure our students and families had access to critical technology such 
as laptops, WiFi and grocery gift cards.

I am ending this year very inspired for the years ahead. The academic, 
social and financial needs of our community highlighted in this past 
year are the very reasons Peace opened its doors 20 years ago. In times 
of struggle, Peace has been a source of hope. In times of educational 
disparities, Peace has been a place of action. In times of racial injustices, 
Peace has cultivated leadership of Black and Brown students. The 
struggles that our community has faced have not been in vain. We 
are entering the New Year energized to lean deeply into tensions 
faced when addressing and dismantling systemic injustices and we 
are passionately motivated to fulfill our mission, vision and antiracism 
statements. 

For 20 years, you have been our allies, partners, supporters and our 
circle as we drive towards fulfilling our mission and vision for the 
Hilltop community. Thank you for your past and future investments in 
our amazing community, a community filled with gifted and talented 
scholars with ambitions to graduate high school, attend college, enroll 
in apprenticeship programs and lead in their home community!

In Partnership, 

L. Denice Randle, 
Executive Director  
Peace Community Center 

A Letter from the Director

OUR MISSION
Peace Community Center creates 
transformational educational experiences 
for Hilltop youth and families of promise 
empowering future success in college, 
career, and community leadership.

OUR VISION
We envision a vibrant community where 
youth and families are life-long learners 
who use their diverse gifts to cultivate love, 
justice, and peace for generations to come.

OUR VALUES
Community 
Justice 
Joy
Learning 
Wholeness

FAITH-ROOTEDNESS
Peace Lutheran Church birthed Peace 
Community Center out of faith and a 
deep commitment of love for the Hilltop 
neighborhood, gifted Peace Community 
Center to Tacoma, and continues to closely 
partner with Peace Community Center to 
serve Hilltop youth and families today.

ANTI-RACISM STATEMENT
Peace Community Center is committed to 
confronting system racism and all forms of 
oppression to promote personal growth, 
social justice, and reconciliation. 

Table of Contents

02  A Letter from the Director
03  Student Stories
07  Financials
09  Donors & Community Partners



43

Ali
3rd grade

Ali is an energized, athletic McCarver 
Scholar who loves making new friends. In 
fact, getting to see his friends is his favorite 
part about the program in spite of school 
closures in the Spring. Vanessa, Ali's mother, 
appreciates that Ali has fun while also 
getting academic support. She says, "I am 
able to send in pictures of Ali's homework 
ahead of time, then they do it together with 
all of the students. By the end of the day, 
Ali's homework is done and he has a better 
understanding of how to do it."

"My academic coach really helps 
me find my passions. Anything I am 
interested in, they will always invest in. 
For example, I was interested in violin 
and they printed sheet music for me. 
I like helping people, and they found 
younger Scholars for me to mentor. 
They truly care about my passions."
— Natalya, 8th Grade

"I don't get to see my friends 
during the day anymore, so I 
really like talking to them at 
the virtual Scholars program. 
We have a lot of fun laughing 
and working on homework."
— Ali, 3rd Grade

Natalya
8th grade

Natalya is a creative, passionate 8th grader 
at Jason Lee Middle School. As a Bobcat 
Scholar, she likes being able to try out new 
activities and explore her interests. She also 
likes being able to talk to her academic coach 
one-on-one.

Elementary & Middle School
McCarver Scholars & Bobcat Scholars 

This has been an unprecedented year for Peace students and families.  
The pivot to an online environment meant major changes to learning both during and 
after school. Your continued support ensured that we were able to stay connected with 
scholars in all phases of our pathway, from the very youngest McCarver Scholars to our 
middle school Bobcat Scholars through high school, college and careers. Over the course 
of the spring, Peace distributed over 50 family assistance packets (including hygiene 
supplies, books, and grocery cards); partnered with Tacoma Public Libraries to drop off 
internet hotspots; and gathered and loaned out laptops so that scholars could maintain 
attendance from home. Even though our students left the school building, your support 
meant Peace was able to help school come to them. Ali

Natalya

AT A GLANCE:

100 Family Engagement Contact Hours 
to support distance learning as of Spring 2020

84% of Elementary students 
showed growth in reading 
from Fall to Winter semester

60% of Middle School students 
increased their cumulative GPAs 
from Fall semester until school closures in March

25% increase in school-day 
attendance at Middle School level 
from Fall semester until school closures in March
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"It felt good to discuss details 
and make a plan. […] Hilltop 
Scholars is a major component 
of my support network web, 
which I know will help me any 
time I might need it."
— Christian, TCC Freshman

Vanessa
12th grade

Vanessa is a bright, hardworking Senior at 
Stadium High School. She has been a Peace 
Scholar since the 6th grade. Though school 
used to be chaotic, tutoring, 1:1 grade checks, 
assignment tracking and regular check-ins 
helped Vanessa learn how to manage her time. 
This came in handy during an unexpected 
Senior Spring: despite the pandemic she's 
been able to continue setting career goals and 
explore options for after graduation. 

"I’m a senior now, and my academic 
coach has been helping me submit 
college applications. I want to go to 
Saint Martin’s University and study 
sociology and psychology. Together, 
we’re planning out next steps to 
make it happen."
— Vanessa, 12th Grade

Christian
Tacoma Community College

Christian is a hardworking alumnus of Hilltop 
Scholars - a program he has been a part of for 
almost 10 years. Though his first year at Tacoma 
Community College was tough balancing 
work, school, and family health concerns, he 
continued to connect with his academic coach. 
Together, they developed an actionable plan. 
While he’s still deciding on a career path, he 
knows he wants to volunteer and help his 
community in some way.

High School & Post-Secondary
Hilltop Scholars and College & Career

Scholars remained connected with after school opportunities thanks to 
relationships built by our dedicated program staff. Academic tutors continued 
to meet with Hilltop Scholars and alumni, logging over 250 hours of individual coaching 
sessions in person (pre-pandemic) and online. Scholars were able to concentrate on 
high school, college and/or careers while balancing virtual learning, academic planning 
and future goal-setting. This May, we celebrated eight graduates headed to colleges 
across the state, one enlisted in the military, and others committed to partnering 
with Peace to continue developing their 13th year plans. We were touched by your 
commitment to provide in ways that ensured our students would have the ability to 
continue focusing on their growth and success.

Vanessa

Christian

AT A GLANCE:

131 High School Students Served 
from January–December 2020

708 Academic Coaching Sessions 
with 9th-12th grade Scholars (2019-2020 school year)

8 Graduates Attending College,
1 Graduate Joining the Military 
beginning Fall Semester 2020

31 Family Assistance Supplies 
delivered to Hilltop Scholar families (Spring 2020)
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Breakdown of Operating Expenses

Revenues
Contributions							       $382,965
Non-Governmental Grants					     $704,001
Governmental							       $230,272
In-Kind							       $40,588
Interest Income					     $4,856
Other Income						      $28,533
Total Revenues						      $1,391,215

Operating Support & Revenue
Individuals	 $378,944
Businesses	 $82,477
Churches	 $49,129
Other Revenue*	 $73,977
Government	 $230,272
Foundations	 $576,417
Total Operating Support and Revenue	 $1,391,215

Operating Expenses
Elementary School	 $335,153
Middle School	 $261,121
High School	 $308,120
College Completion and Career Support	 $124,189
Other Program Expenses**	 $94,060

Rentals	 $11,896
Management and General	 $147,647
Fundraising	 $161,781
Total Operating Expenses	 $1,443,967
Change in Net Assets from Operations	 ($52,752)

Statement of Position
Assets
Current	 $1,101,539
Property & Equipment, Net	 $2,611,261
Long Term Pledges Receivable		 $72,931
Total Assets	 $3,785,731

Total Liabilities	 $68,355

Net Assets
Unrestricted	 $2,214,913
Designated	 $194,213
Temporary Restricted	 $1,116,873
Total Net Assets	 $3,576,999
Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $3,785,731

1% Rentals

10% Management

11% Fundraising

78% Programs

Financials Revenues by Source

*Other revenue includes 
interest income, rental income 
(net), reimbursements, and 
miscellaneous income. 

**Other programs includes 
Vibrant Schools Tacoma 
Coalition, community meals 
program and other support 
services of the Center. The 
Center is the fiscal agent for 
Vibrant Schools.
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Individuals
Aaron and Kristine Shelton*
Ailsa Wallerich-Neils
Alan and Jane Macpherson
Alan and Lois Carlson
Alan and Shari Shelton*
Alan Brooks
Alan Kies
Alicia Thompson
Allison Ramsey*
Alvin and Hildred Dungan
Amanda Figueroa (Bruner)*
Andrea Cobb
Andrew and Kaarin Austin*
Anna and John Campbell
Annette Citzler
Annie Ferguson
Arlene Joe and Richard Woo
Arlyn Saathoff
Art Shelton
Asha Boulanger
Ashlee Day*
Austin Shelton*
Becky Hester
Becky Stahl
Ben and Ellen McCracken
Ben and Julie Mangrum*
Ben and Lisa Flesher*
Benjamin Summerour
Bill and Jenise Hastings
Bill and Kathy Hanawalt*
Bill and Mignonne Peterson
Bill Ryberg
Billy Olds
Bob and Arlene McDonald
Bob and Becky Lee*
Bob and Gay Neal
Bob and Joan Wubbena
Brendan Nelson*
Brian and Corrie Naasz*
Brian and Debbie Bedsworth
Brian Medlock
Brian Storey*
Bruce and Dixie Arneklev
Bruce and Eileen Edwards
Bruce and Karen Strasser
Carla Gramlich*
Carla Loesch (Hall)*
Carmen and Steve Lampman
Carol Pittmon*
Carol Watson*
Carol Wolfe
Carolee Berntsen*
Carolyn Pendle
Carrie and Chuck Strawn
Carrie and Greg Edvenson
Carrie Tellefson and Frank Miller
Charles and Judy Droubay
Charles and Patricia Brinkmeyer
Charles and Shauna Weatherby
Charmaine Boulanger and Gary Lee
Cheryl Jenkins
Chris and Pat Ferguson
Chuck and Joan Christensen
Cindy and Curt Huff*
Cindy Michael and John Aakre*
Clarence and Janet Walters
Colin Hartke
Colleen Waterhouse and 

Thomas Galdabini
Constance and David Daw*
Corey and Jill Hess*

Coy and Virginia Priest
Craig and Mary Cogger*
Cynthia and Terry Edwards
Dale and Pamela Wright
Dan and Dianne Stoehr
Dan and Helen Conroy
Danay Jones*
Daniel and Jennifer Davis*
Daniel and Kathryn Poole
Daniel Lee and Ailsa Staub*
Darcy Huffman and Trevor Sandison
Darius Shepherd and Dani Pavlic*
Dave Langford*
David and Lorilie Steen
David and Sally Alger
David Loughlin and Jamie Rottle
Dean and Lavonne Johnson
Deanna Dahlke and Duncan Johnson
Debby Mumm Felnagle and 

Tom Felnagle
Deborah Reynolds
Denice Randle
Denny and Anne Sapp
Derryl Finney
Diane and Jack Tollefson*
Diane and Larry Oddy
Don and Barb Haueisen
Don and Sharon Moffitt
Donna Arbaugh
Donna Cobb
Dorothy P. Williams
Dorothy White
Doug and Kristin Page*
Douglas Stevens
Edward and Diane Armbrust
Edwina Dorsey
Eileen Strittematler
Elaine Giesber
Elizabeth Ahlstrom
Elizabeth Bruch and David Gage*
Elizabeth Skarshaug
Ellen Zito
Elwood and LaVon Rieke
Ely J. Smith*
Emily Smith
Emily Tollefson*
Emma Summerour
Eric Torgerson
Erik and Marcia Kjesbu
Eugene and Mary Lou Kamas
Eugenia S. Lennon
Eva Frey*
Faatau Togia and Shirley Ray
Francine Artis
Gail Storrs*
Gary and Gwen Gilchrist
Gary and Linda Petersen
Gary and Maureen Hiam*
Geraldine Wolfe
Gerry and Linda Evanson
Gery and Valerie Gerst
Grace Ruth Cannon
Greg Smith and 

Allison Cannady-Smith*
Gregory Eisnaugle and Becky Owens
Gretchen and Michael Duggan*
Gwen Terry
Harlan and Sue Shoop
Harold Bakke
Heather and Kirk Gulian
Hildred and Frank Dungan
Ider Reed
Ineliz Soto*

Irene Brewer*
Jackie Stenger*
Jaime Grochowski
James and Anne Luzzi
James and Deborah Hushagen
James and Sharon Shepherd
James McShay
Jamie Simons*
Jan Brazzell and Wolfgang Opitz
Janet Ruud
Jason and Corrinne Henderson
Jason and Emily Bosh
Jay Schneller and Jane Compson
Jean Ramey
Jeff and Sheri Tonn
Jen Rude
Jenai Fields*
Jerry McLaughlin
Jessica and Josh Stovall
Jim and Julie Shanafelt
Jim and Karen Riede
Jim Ofelt
Jim Walton
Jimmy and Desiree McCarty
Joanna Robinson and 

Tim Neuberger
Joe and Gloria Mayer
Joe and Margaret Hollins
Johanna Lange
Johanna Vaughn
John and Carol Avery
John and Debby Brown
John and June Mercer
John and Lisa Korsmo*
John and Mary Rowlands
John and Susanne Lewis
John Briehl
John Graham
John Howard Bell
John Maxwell and Kris Plaehn
John Page
John Stroeh and Leigh Wong*
John van Buskirk and 

Kitty-Ann van Doorninck
Jon and Dawn Rodin*
Jon and Kirsten Koetje
Jonathan Jackson
Jonathan L. Johnson
Jonathan McVety
Joseph and Keri Anderson
Juan and Cassandra Ramierz*
Judith Ann Richardson
Judith Knold
Justina Johnson
Kacey Guin
Karen Peterson*
Kariann Lee
Karina Alvarez (Shelton)*
Kate Dorr and Michael Churng
Kate Yocic
Katherine Johnson
Kathleen Creso
Kathryn Nichols and 

Mark Brombaugh
Kathryn Stolee Olson and 

David Olson
Kathryn Thompson
Kathy Hobbs
Keith and Lynn Cooper
Keith Layson
Kellie Campbell*
Kelsey Longrie
Ken and Janice Brownlee

Kerri and James Pedrick*
Kerry and Terrie Watrin
Kevin Cogger and Jennifer Ho*
Kevin O’Brien*
Kimi Irene Ginn and 

Richard Boulware
Kira Hartke
Kristen Bauer
Kristi Ceder
Kristin and Dale Moultine
Ksenija Simic-Muller
Laura A. Guenthard
Laura Brewer
Laura Rose*
Laurel Hicks
Leif and Barbara Lantz*
Lenora Torgenson
Leo and Barb Eliason
Leslie and George Patton
Lewis Snow
Lianna Shepherd*
Linda and Doug Durant
Linda Gaines
Linda Ishem
Lindsey Gilmore
Linnea Bostrom
Lisa James
Lori Goodrich
Louise Lindeman
Lucas Smiraldo
Luther and Elin Oelke
Lyle and Sonja Miller*
Machelle Beilke
Macy Ragasa
Maralise Hood Quan and Julio Quan
Marana Avant
Marc Gleason
Margaret Fleshman
Margaret O’Neal
Margo McEwen and Woody Hill
Maria Jost
Marie Churney
Marilyn Knutson
Mark and Kristi Gaimster
Mark and Lynne Stephan
Mark and Marilyn Laviola
Marlene Roth
Marshel Jarrett
Mary Alice Peterson and 

Bob Harvey
Mary Arnold
Mary Beth Harrison*
Mary Hone and Pete Kislinger*
Mary Long
MaryKate Perry and Don Chartock
Matt and Allison Klump*
Matthew Lonsdale*
Maureen and Craig Vanek*
Mei Yung W Shen
Melissa Edwards
Melody Young*
Miranda Martens and 

Austin Beiermann
Morgan and George Zantua*
Myrah Ballentine
Nalani Linder
Nancy Adrian
Nancy Houk
Nancy Ruttenbeck and Mary Soule
Nancy Sprick and Michael Mirra
Nancy Vignec
Natalie Mayer
Nathan Cole

Neal and Elizabeth Sobania
Odessa Hargrave
Oneida Arnold
Pam Asadi*
Pamela Mayer
Pat and Joseph Simons
Pat Gessler
Patricia Miskimens
Paul Allen and Iva Stavrov
Paul and Dixie Matthias
Paul and Lolita Opgrande
Paul and Marian Borg
Paul and Rebecca Bouchey
Paul Benz and Linda Olsen
Paul Hartman
Paul McGrath and David Beland
Perry and Sheila Martens
Perry and Wendy Richards
Peter Edwards*
Quenessa Long*
Randall and Janice Olson*
Randy and Laurel Spitzer
Randy and Mary Chalberg
Randy and Suzanne Frisch
Rebecca Foster*
ReNee Jones
Rev. Gregory and 

Evelyn Christopher
Rev. Holle and Mrs. Plaehn
Rev. Richard and Sandra Tietjen
Richard and Connie Hildahl
Richard and Margaret Holt
Richard Jaech
Richard Jobst
Richard Trombley*
Rob and Siri Preston
Robert and Jennifer Payne*
Robert and Judy DeJardin*
Robert and Kathleen Hasselblad*
Robert and Linda Gutmann
Roberta and Gary Larson
Rod and Mindy Nash
Rod and Sharon Aver
Roger and Mary Olsen
Ron and Eileen Tellefson
Ron Banner
Rudolfo Mora
Russell Parks
Ruth Briehl
Ruth Tollefson*
Sally Hyde
Sally Perkins*
Sandra Lee Jerke*
Sara Ketelsen*
Sarah and Stan Rumbaugh
Sarah Woodall
Sean Butler*
Shannon Seidel
Sharon and David Remagen
Sharon and Duane Olson
Sharon Chambers-Gordon
Shawn and Andrea Gustason
Sheree Cooks and Preston Sharp
Skylar Cole*
Spencer Ruf
Steve Smith*
Steven and Suzanne Appelo
Steven Shattuck
Sue and Rick Little
Sue Holman
Sue Loiland*
Sue Lundgren
Susan M. Keith
Susanna and Phil Southworth
Tafona and Brandon Ervin
Taneashia Sudds
Tanja Ownbey
Tanya Waller
Taylor Davila
Ted and Billie Johnstone*

Ted and Rheba Schwarz
Terry and Joanne Stone*
Teryl Dirks*
Tim and Anna Herron*
Tim Chalberg*
Tim Jaasko-Fisher*
Todd and Teresa Silver
Tom and Nancy Heavey*
Tom and Patty Krise
Tom Rowe
Tono Sablan
Tony Gregg and Jim Doyle*
Trevor and Julia Kagochi*
Troy and Connie Alstead
Troy Christensen
Trudy Sorensen and 

Mark Lorenzen
Verla Thrall
Veronica Finney*
Vicky Winters*
Victoria Carr-Ware
W. Preston Woodall Jr. Jr.
Wanda and Cedric Terry*
Wandaya Terry
Warren and Elizabeth Martin
Wende and Evan Carlisle*
Wendy Coovert
Wendy Holcomb
Wilhelmina Cromartie
William Lindeke
William May

Churches
Bethany Presbyterian Church
ELCA
ELCA SWWA Synod Region 1
Faith Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church of Christ the King
Mount Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mountain View Lutheran Church
Peace Lutheran Church
Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church by the Narrows
Trinity Lutheran Church

Businesses
Amazon
BCRA Design
Funseekers RV Club
Gray Lumber
Johnson, Stone and Pagano, P.S.
Kaiser Permanente
Kroger
Maddock & Associates
MultiCare Health System
Oracle
Pacific Lutheran University
Puyallup Tribe of the Indians
Rainbow Center
Rotary Club of Tacoma #8
Rotary Club of Tacoma South
Safeco Insurance Fund
Saint Martin’s University
Sandra Jerke & Associates, Inc
Sound Credit Union
Symetra
Tacoma Community College
Tacoma Lutheran Retirement 
Community
Tacoma Public Schools
Tacoma Public Utilities
The Boeing Company
Thrivent Financial
T-Mobile
Truist
United Way of Pierce County
University of Puget Sound

*Denotes Pathway Partners recurring donor

University of Washington Tacoma

Foundations
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Boeing Company Gift Match
Dimmer Family Foundation
Discuren Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Florence Kilworth Charitable Trust 
Foundation
Forest Foundation
Foundation for Tacoma Students
Fuchs Foundation
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund
Greater Tacoma Community Foundation
Group Health Foundation
Hilltop Educational Opportunity Fund
Hugh C. Wallace Trust
Microsoft Giving
National Christian Foundation
Network for Good
Quest Diagnostics: Matching Gift Program
Russell Matching Gifts
Schwab Charitable Fund
Sequoia Foundation
Stewardship Foundation
The Bamford Foundation
The Mannix Canby Foundation
US Bank Foundation
Washington State Combined Fund Drive

Government
City of Tacoma
Washington OSPI

 Together, 
Peace Community 
Center completed 

400 hours
of volunteer service in 

2019/2020

Thank you to our 2019-2020 Partners!
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